The book of Jonah
Good Morning <Pray>

This morning I am going to be talking about the book of Jonah.

Now some of you may know, and some of you may have guessed (especially if you
have seen me eating) I was raised by wolves.
What you might not be aware of is that wolves do very little reading of the bible, I
think the only bible stories I was exposed to as a young pup were, David and
Goliath and the story of Jonah.

Now what I learned from these stories was, if you have to fight a big guy, use a
rock and a sling and from Jonah, don’t swim in the ocean as you might get
swallowed by a big fish, now I thought these were both pretty good pieces of
advice and I have followed both throughout my whole life.

But today we are going to learn about someone that did get swallowed by a big
fish, in a kind of shortened way, because come to find out, the point of the story,
isn’t don’t swim in the ocean after all, but something that doesn’t even have to do
with fish.

So how did Jonah come to be inside the fish in the first place:

[Jonah 1:1-3 ESV]
1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has
come up before me."
3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went
down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went
down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.

So the word of God comes to Jonah, said go to Nineveh and Jonah basically tried
to run the other way, how many here think that is going to work out well (show
hands)
<Divert to Las Vegas Shooter>

Right:
[Jonah 1:4-7 ESV]
4 But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty
tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up.

The Lord commands the wind and all the elements:

[Psalm 107:23-25 ESV]
23 Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the great waters;
24 they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the deep.
25 For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of
the sea.

Back to Jonah 1:5-7
5 Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And they hurled
the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had
gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep.
6 So the captain came and said to him, "What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise,
call out to your god! Perhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we may not
perish."
7 And they said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on
whose account this evil has come upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot fell on
Jonah.
Now I had to look up what casting “lots” was, something else that isn’t taught by
wolves:

It seems that casting lots is tossing rocks, or sticks with symbols on them and
reading the results, for all the good it will do because…

[Proverbs 16:33 ESV]
33 The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.

[Jonah 1:8-10 ESV]
8 Then they said to him, "Tell us on whose account this evil has come upon us.
What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country?
And of what people are you?"
9 And he said to them, "I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven,
who made the sea and the dry land."

10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, "What is this that you
have done!" For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the
LORD, because he had told them.
That last verse is very powerful, when Jonah told them whom his God was they
became “exceedingly afraid” wow, they had been calling out to their gods, now it
seems that they fear the one true God

[Jonah 1:11-17 ESV]
11 Then they said to him, "What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down
for us?" For the sea grew more and more tempestuous.
12 He said to them, "Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea will quiet
down for you, for I know it is because of me that this great tempest has come
upon you."
13 Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back to dry land, but they could not,
for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them.
14 Therefore they called out to the LORD, "O LORD, let us not perish for this
man's life, and lay not on us innocent blood, for you, O LORD, have done as it
pleased you."
15 So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased from
its raging.
16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the
LORD and made vows.
17 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in
the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Seems I have seen that 3 days thing before, but that would be a different lesson,
so Jonah prays while he is in the belly of the fish:

[Jonah 2:1-10 ESV]
1 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish,
2 saying, "I called out to the LORD, out of my distress, and he answered me; out
of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice.
3 For you cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the flood
surrounded me; all your waves and your billows passed over me.
4 Then I said, 'I am driven away from your sight; yet I shall again look upon your
holy temple.'
5 The waters closed in over me to take my life; the deep surrounded me; weeds
were wrapped about my head
6 at the roots of the mountains. I went down to the land whose bars closed upon
me forever; yet you brought up my life from the pit, O LORD my God.
7 When my life was fainting away, I remembered the LORD, and my prayer came
to you, into your holy temple.
8 Those who pay regard to vain idols forsake their hope of steadfast love.
9 But I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed I will
pay. Salvation belongs to the LORD!"
10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.

Now this prayer deserves a whole discussion of its own, and it pains me, to have
to continue without a more thorough look into what all this prayer teaches us.

However, we must keep on with the story:

[Jonah 3:1-10 ESV]

1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying,
2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I
tell you."
3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now
Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth.
4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, "Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!"
5 And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them.
6 The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed
his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
7 And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, "By the decree of
the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything.
Let them not feed or drink water,
8 but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily
to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his
hands.
9 Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we
may not perish."
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God
relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do
it.

So one might think that Jonah would be happy like “yea I saved a city and all the
people in it” but no, what did Jonah do, he got upset with God.

[Jonah 4:1-11 ESV]
1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry.

Then Jonah backpedaled a bit
2 And he prayed to the LORD and said, "O LORD, is not this what I said when I
was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew
that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.
3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to
die than to live."
4 And the LORD said, "Do you do well to be angry?"
5 Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would become
of the city.
6 Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it
might be a shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was
exceedingly glad because of the plant.
7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the
plant, so that it withered.
8 When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he might die
and said, "It is better for me to die than to live."
9 But God said to Jonah, "Do you do well to be angry for the plant?" And he said,
"Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die."
10 And the LORD said, "You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did
you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night.
11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than
120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much
cattle?"

So let’s recap what we have seen so far:

Jonah may not have been the “sharpest tool in the shed” the LORD spoke to him
telling him to do something and he thought he could just run away.
1:3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD

The Lord is most powerful:
1:4 But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty
tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up.

When exposed to the one true God, people recognize he is LORD of all:
1:16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to
the LORD and made vows.

It really doesn’t pay to mess with God, he will get what he wants:
1:17 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in
the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

True heartfelt prayer and thankfulness to the Lord is the only way out of a bad
situation:

2:9-10 But I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed
I will pay. Salvation belongs to the LORD!"
10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.

All of the above are very important lessons to learn, but they are not the main
reason for today’s lesson, my point for today, (finely he gets to the point) is
contained in the following four verses:

4:6 Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it
might be a shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was
exceedingly glad because of the plant.
4:7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked
the plant, so that it withered.

We skip verse 8

4:9 But God said to Jonah, "Do you do well to be angry for the plant?" And he
said, "Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die."
4:10 And the LORD said, "You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did
you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night.

Have you ever been angry or upset because something was lost to or taken away
from you?

Did you lose sight of the fact that it came from God to begin with? And that it
always did and always will belong to him.

Did I get angry when I finely received my Ferrari and it was 1/36 scale, no way I
was and still am thankful, I know it is a gift from God, through Rick and Lynette
and I am thankful to the LORD acting through them.
And the LORD said, "You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you
make it grow

Jonah was upset for losing the plant that was a gift from God to begin with. As I
say all the time “anything past dust” is a gift to us from God out of his love for us,
and don’t forget the dust is a gift from him also as he is the one that created the
dust and all things, he breathed
His breath into the dust to give, let me say that again, to Give us life:

[Gen 2:7 ESV]
7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.

I will leave you with these thoughts:

Be thankful to God, he is the source of all things, do not mourn for things you may
not have or have been taken away, and yes, I do understand, if you lose a loved
one, of course you will be sad and miss them, but remember the reason you had
them in the first place was due to God’s blessing

[Deuteronomy 10:14 ESV]
14 Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the
earth with all that is in it.

But above all, please never be upset over earthly things, what is God’s is God’s
what he wants you to have you will have, if you do your part, having faith in him
and in our savior his son Jesus.

Of course, sometimes what he wants you to have is 1/36 scale

[Matthew 6:31-34 ESV]
31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we
drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'
32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you need them all.
33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you.
34 "Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious
for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Pray

